; AT THEIR e 
Ecclesiaſtical Courts. 


1 O R, 2 
{An Anſwer of the People of God, reproachfully called 1 # 
A) Quakers, to the Bill of Preſentment pur againſt them 
| | into the — Courts, for not coming to the Church 
| asis pretended. Wherehy it may appear, that the 
. © Quakers, To called, do come to the Church , both ac- 
” cording ro the Scriptures, and Common- Prayer books 
j | account, and ought not in equity and reaſon to be pre- 
'F:] ſented, or puniſhed for that, &. 74 
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The Oder, Plea with. the Biſhops as 
* © their Eccleftaſtical Courts, &cW. 


'F Hereas the People of God (reproaehſully cal-. 
led Qua) are preſented to the Biſhops as 
. J Offendersfor nor coming to the Church, as is 
pretended. Now if we can make it appear ( as we hope we can) 
accordi: ig to truth, che Scripture, & mon- Prayer account; 
that ye axe the onely people (or of them) thet do come to the 
Church and Ser vice of God, then we ought in equity and rea- 
ſon, to be cleared, and clearly acquitted from thoſe pretended 
offences, and from all puniſhments due thereunto; & checaſe 
in controverſie oughe to be terminated, and we to be acquit- 
ted, and clearly — therefrom, and our Accuſers to be 
ſharply reproxed, to t 
Mere. f? . = : 
One main queſtion, or thing enquirable by the Biſhops, or 
cheir Officers, of us, at their Eccleſiaſtical Courts now in this 
ge and time, is, Whether we come to the Church and Service 
God, or no ? . 28 
In order to a full and ſatis factory anſwer to the thing in 
that caſe charged againſt us, we ack, What is ict hat you do re- 
ally own to be, or call, and account the Church? Whecher the 


Church according to your on account, be the Cathedrals and 


Paciſh Meeting · places, becauſe many in ignorance call chem 
the Church ? And whether doth the Scriptures or Common- 
prayer bock account, or declare Cathedrals, or Pariſh-Meet- 


ing-places to be the onely true Churches, which we and all 
the people of God axe en joined to come unto, in point of Re- 
ligion. aud worſhip of God, according to Goſpel- order, and 


practice of the people of God under that diſpenſation, as 
leſt upon reeond. in the holy Scriptures?! If in anſwer 
thereurico you ſay no; then we further enquire , Whe- 

| : 2 ther 


end and intent that they do ſo no 


2 


| 2) 
ther you would have us to . that to be the ouly true Church 
of ch riſt, which is neither really owned, or declared fo to be, 
either by che Scriptures, or Common-Prayer-book? And would 
you make us offenders, when neither Scripture nor Common- 
Prayer-book-maketh us ſo? or would you puniſh us as offenders 
ſornot coming to that which in reallity is neither owned bythe 
Scripture,or Common-Prayer-book? Is there any equity or rea- 
ſon for that? Conſider well of ir, and if upon ſerious confidera- 
tion, the witneſs of God in you anſwer the equicableneſs and 
juſineſs of our innocent cauſe, & tel you by teſtifying to your 
conſciences, that there is neither equity nor reaſon to puniſh. us 
as offenders, for that which is neither owned by the Scripture, or 
Common-Prayer-book, becauſe you profeſsthem both as your 
rules in point of Religion and worſhip of God. Then be adyi- 
ſed, and do not proceed againſt us in judgement, when the wir- 
neſs of God in your own conſciences anſwereth for us, leſt God 
the righteous fudge enter into judgement with you for ſo 
doing, | - 
And if you be convincedand perſwaded in your hearts and 
conſciences, that Cathedrals, or Par ſh-Meeting-places are not 
the onely true Church of Chriſt, (as well you may, if you have 
any right underſtanding in the things of God, according to Go- 
ſpel diſpenſation) becauſe the Scriptures do declare the onely 
true Church to be the body of Chriſt, and Chriſt to be the head 
of the Church, which is his body, as it is written and left upon 
Record in Scripture, Ephe/. 1. 22,23. | 
And if you do believe that the Church is the body of Chriſt, 
and that Chriſt is the head of his body the Chureh, then you 
may well be convinced and perſwaded (or at leaſt ought ) that 
Cathedrals, or Pariſh Meezing-placesare not the Church, be- 
cauſe Cathedrals, and Pariſh-Meeting-places are not the body 
of Chriſt, | 
. Chriſt ſo loved the Church, that he gave himſelffor it, that 
he might fanctiſe and cleanſe it, and make it unto himſelf a glo- 
rious Church, that it ſhould be holy and without blemiſh , Zyb. 
3.23, 24,25, 26,27. And alſothe Lord doth nouriſh and cheriſh 
the Church, as itis written, Eph. 5 a5 29. 
ut where is it written, that Cathedrals and Pariſh-Meeting- 
| = places 
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places(commonly called Pariſh churches) are the body of 
Chctft, or that Chritt is the Head of chem, or chat Chriſt ſaid 
do wn his life for them, or that they ace nouriſhed and cheriſh- 
by the Lord, as aforeſaid ? _ . 
if you ſay, Cathedrals and'Pariſh Meet ing places, common - 
ly called Pariſhes, are not the body of Chriſt, therefore not the 
hurch, neither did Chrift lay down his life for them, neither 
are they nouriſhed and cheriſhed by the Lord, as aforcſaid 
therefore we do not account them the Church. 

What then is it that you call and account the Church, and re- 
quire us to come unto, which we are preſented for not coming 
x0? if you ſay and confeſs that Cathedrals and Pariſh Meeting 
places, commonly called Pariſh Churches, is not the thing you 


. require us to come unto, becauſe it is evident by the Scriptures 


and Common; prayer Book, that Cathedrals and pariſh Meet - 
ing places are not the Church, which is the body of Chriſtzand 


' nouriſhed and cheriſned by the Lor d, as aforeſaid, 


We further ask, What is the Church? If you deny Cathedrals 
and pariſn · metting · places to be the Church, as aforeſaid; are 
the ungodly people, ſuch as are not governed and ſanctiſied by 
the Spirit of God, (though they may meet in Cathedrals and 

ib meeting-places)the Church,which is the body of Chriſt, 


lubject unto Chriſt, and as aforeſaid ? 


And if you ſay, No: They who are not governed and ſan&ifi- 
ed by che Spirit of God, are not true Members of the Church 
of God, If ſo, then may not we ſay, That though we may not 
come to Cathedrals or pariſh meeting places, commonly calſed 


pariſh churches, nor meet in point of Religion and Worſhip of 


od, with ſuch people as are not governed & ſanctiſied by the 


| Spirit of God, it cannot properly be ſaid, that we do not come 


to the church, neither ought we to be preſented or puniſhed 
for refuſing to meet in point of Religion and Worſhip of God 
with them who are not governed and ſanctiſied by the Spirit 
of the Lord, thongh they may meet in Cathedrals or pariſh- 


meeting places, commonly called pariſh churches as aforeſaid, 


24 
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| Concerning the Church wbat it in, accord: 
ing 40 $ cripture: account. - 15 1 | 

T HeſanAified end beloved people of God are in Scripture 


accounteꝗ and declared to be the Church of God, It is 
ſaid in Eph. 5. 25. Chriſt ſo loved the Church, that he gave himſelf 


fer it. Aid in Hi; 2. it is faid concerning the Sainte, Be ye 


therefore followens of God n dia- hdr; and walk i loud, even as 
Chriſt bath loved is and hath given him ſelf for us, Chriſt ſo loved the 
Church, that he gave himſelf.forityEph5 .25:And Chriſt ſo loved us, 
ther he gave birſe]f for a, { ſuĩd the Saints and beloved people 
of God, Eph. 5. r, 2.) Therefore the Saints and beloved people 
of God aceording both to the Seripture and our aceount,; are 
the Church, as aforeſaid: And ſuch we meer withal, therefore: 
we come to the Church. n 1 
But fornication-andal{ uncleannefs, or covetouſheſs, let it 
not be once named amongſt you; as beeometh Saints, Epb.5 2. 
Fornication and uncleanneſi are things not owned by the 
(Church; neither filthineſs, neither fooliſtf talking nor jeſting, 


_ which are things not comely as ĩt it is written, Eyb. 5.3.4. Theſe 


things ate caſt out of the Church, and are found amongſt the 
unſancuſied people, who are not governed and ſanctified by 
che Spin of Gd. * maß 0 
The Scriptures do own the? Saints and beloved people of 
God to be che Church of God, and we own them ſors be. 
Therefore wich the Ser ptures we concurand agree,rTheſ,2:14' 
Ad 15.1,243. Matth,18.15,16,17 As 20.28. Col. 1.24, 25. Eph; 
3. 27½8 2930,32. | | | 
The Scripture faith; Thas holireſt becometh the Houſe of the Lord 
for ever; and/we ſuy the ſame therefore the Scriptures and we 
zpree in one And the people of God in the New-Covenant' 
ate ſaid to be the Houſe o God, Heb\3: 5,6. therefore holineſs 
becometh them. The Scripture faith, That the Saints or people 
ot God are the Houſe and Houſhold of God, and we ſay the 
ſame;zrherefore che Scriptures and we agree in one, 17 1m.3.15, 
EY. 2-19, 20, 2122. The 
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7.nThe Que of God if the New Covenam and Goſpel-di- 


——— of Gad; — — 
urchugf God: Therefore the people of God in the New Co- 
enſation, are the Houſe of God as may 


he reid, 17.3. 15. E 323344. Heb:3:5;6; I Pet. aß. 
.7 Tomitec in point of Religion and Worſhip! of God | with 
them who as dear children are followers of God, Eph, 5. 1,2, 


is to come to the Chureh; and ſuch we meet withall in point of 


ö 


Religion and Worſhip of God; cherefore we come to the 
Church:according to ch Scripture - actount as afbreſaid. 
The Oburch accordingito the Scripture account,; is che Huuſ: 
hold of God ; and the Saints & beloved people of Cd are the 


Houſhold of God, as may be read EY a. 19/20. Therefore the 


Saints and beloved people of God, according tothe Scriptute 
urcount, are the Churob as foreGid, 5 ö 
Tomeet in point af; Religion and Worſhip af God, with 
the Houſhold of God, eto come to che Chürch, according to 
the Seripture account; and we meet in point of Religion und 
Worſhip of God, with the Houſhold of God; therefore we come 
| 40. Church A to the Sczipture account , as afore- 
Fern, nnen N 


They who gome o the Choreh accordi the Scripture 
9 busbe ner ec Wäde gb ts. pretencdt for 
not coming to the Church: And we (who are reproachfully 
called Q do come to the Church according eothe Stri- 
dung ec οοt i chgrefpre we 215 not to he preſemm ed or pu- 
Sided pe wer co tothe Church, by-them dFhat on Ihe 
N e oe . 03. 905M) 3017 481 
The Houſhold of God, which isthe Church, are builded up- 
doi the Foundation of the, Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Ohriſt 


bimnſelf being xte, chief corner · (one, at mi he ſaen Epha i d 
ation oi 


19%, Thea they who, are builded upay che Round 
tha Apoſtles aud Prophets, elusChrift himfolf.beibgoke chief 


corte · one, are the Church, the Houſhold of God. And we 
tho are reproached for the Name of Jeſus, aad are built upon 
the Light aud Power of God, are built upon the Fdundationof 
the Prophets and Apoſtles, Ch riſt Jeſus hitaſe lf helng the chief 


core 


it 
niptures · ast heir Nulle in point of Religions there is ar nher 
ui 4 TY ; 1 A 
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do come tothe Church, according io the Scripture- account 


And by the Church we are neither preſentable nor puniſhable a . 


for that. 4.029] | 7 1 HOC) n ge; 
They who are governed and ſanctified by the Spirit of Cod 
are true Members of the Church of God; 1 Cor. 1. 2. Rom. 9. 1, 


And we uitneſt on the behalf of the Lord, and the Lords Spi- 


rit bea reth witneſs on our bebalf, That ue are governed and 
ſanc᷑tiſied by the Spirit of God, Rom. 8. 1 4,13, 16. 17, Therefore 
we are true Members of the Church of God, and are neither 
preſentable nor puniſhable for not coming £20 the Churcb, eſpe- 
cially by them who own the government and ſanctificacion of 
the Spirit in declaration, though they ſeem to come far ſhort 
thereof in life and converſation, Et 
And if you ſay, Ir true, we come to the Church according to the 
Scripture acceonnt, and jou do not preſent a, or ge about to puuiſſ us 
fer that, but becauſe wy come vor to the Church according to the Com 
mon. Prayer: Book accomit, Well. 


Concerning the ( burch, what it is according 
to the Common Prayer-· Bock account, 


| it begranted that we ( who are reproachfully called Q. 


kers do come to the Church according to the Scripture 
account, and are neither preſentable nor puniſhable for that, 
then therein we are cleared, And if yon ſay we are preſenced 
for not coming to the Church according to theaccount of the 
Common Prayer · Book, then if we can make it appear by the 
Common - Prayer, that we come tothe Church according to 
the account of the Common - Prayer, as aforeſaid, then by your 
on rule, and that according to Equity and Reaſon,wevught 
to be clearly acquitted from the force of the aforeſsid preſents 
ment, and therefore diſcharged to all intents , conftrugions, 
and purpoſes whatſoever, If you ſay yea; then be men of your 
word, and let your yes be yea, by making good what youſay» 
and we ſhall peceed to prove the thing in hand, or — 2 
| queſtions 
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queſtion 8 fore-mentioned, thac is, #hethir wo cps to rhe ' Church 
azcording to the Common-Praget-Book, account, or nut >? * 
To the which we anſwer and (ſay, We do come to the Church 
according to the Common: Prayer - Book, and are therefore nei- 
ther pꝛeſentable nor puniſhable for that, but ought in equity 
and reaſon to be acquitted and clearly diſcharged therefrom , 
as aforeſaid. ' wo” | 

Aud if you ſay, it is not ſufficiently proved by our affirma- 
tion aforeſaid; We ſay, We do not ſay that which is falſe, but re · 
gard our word, and eur yea is yea; therefare you may believe 
it for a truth in whae we have ſaid ; but if you would have 3 
further proofforcheſame, we ask ( in order thereunto ) he- 
ther you own th at only to be the Charch,which the Common- 
Prayer-Book owneth , or declareth ſo tobe? If you lay yea; 
then ſtand to your word, and be as you ſay, and we ſhall give 
you a further proof to make good wh at we have ſaid» viz. That 
we come to the Church according to the account of the Com · 
mon-Prayet- Book. 

And if it be asked, Who, or what ſart of people are owned 
by, or declared, iu the Common - Prayer - boc to be the chureh 
of God ? Ic is anſwered, That they who are governed and 
ſanctiſied by the Spirit of God, are che only r by; 
— ee Commou-Prayer-Book to be the church of 

Od. ; 

Then to meet in point of Religion and Worſhip of God, 
wich them who are governed ang ſanctiſied by the Spirit of 
God, is to come to the church, according to che account of 
the Common ꝓrayer- book. ut we C who are reproachfully 
called Quekgrs) do meet with chem who are governed and ſan- 
ihed by the Spirit of God, in pojntofReligion and Worſhip 
of God; there we come to the church as aſoreſaid. 

And ſo we ought to have equal liberty and toleration with 
you in puiut of Religion and Worſbip of God, The Common 
Prayer Bock owneth or declareth che Houſhold and Family of 
God, to be the church of God, And we ſay, That the Hoyſhold 
and Family of Cod, are the ſaints and beloved people of God: 

Therefore to meet in point of Religion and Worſhip of God. 
with the Houſhold an Family of God, which are mg" 
an 


1 
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and beloved people of God, ix to come tothe Church according 
to the account of the Common-Prayer- book, and we met in 
point of Religion and warſhip of God with che houſhold and 
family of God; therefore we come to the Church, as aforeſaid, 
and are neither preſentable nor puniſhable for that by the 
Church before mentioned. e | 

For proof that the Church is owned, or declared by the Com- 

mon-Prayer book to ber the houſhold and family 
5 Sund. af- of God, See the 5 Sunday. after Epipha»y;the Col- 
ter Epiph. le&(fo called u here it is ſaid, Lord keep thy Church 
Coll. and 22 and houſhold cont inaal iy in thy true Religion. And fee 
Sund. after 22 Sunday after Trinity, the Collect ( ſo called) 
Trinit, Coll. where it is ſaid. Lord we beſeechthee to keep thy houſ- 
| hold the Church in continual godlineſs, Here the 
Church is declared to be the houſhold of God, and it is the work 
or act of God to keep it in continual godlineſs. Then they who 
are in continual ungodliteſe, are not accounted the houſhold and 
Church of God, as aforeſaid, becauſe they are: not willing to be 
ordered and kept by the Lord in continual godlineſe, ss aforeſaid. 
So that wicked and unſanctiſied people are not accounted the 
Church by the Common - Prayer book, neither are we enjoy ned 
thereby to come to meet with wicked and unſanctified people in 
point of Religion, nor preſentable for refuſing ſo to do. 

And for proof that the Church is accounted the family of God: 
ſte Good Friday, the Collect ( ſo called) and moreover it isthere ſaid, 
Almighty and everlaſting God, by whoſe Spirit the whole body of the 

Eburch is governed and ſanilified, So that the whoſe body of that 

Church which is owned or declared of in the Common-Prayer 
book, is ſaid to be governed and ſanctified by the Spirit of God as 
aforeſaid: then that body which is not governed and ſanctified by 
the Spirit of God, is not there owned or declared by the Common- 
Prayer book to be the Church of God aforemencioned, If the 
whole body oi the Church be governed and ſanctified by the Spi- 

rit of God, then every particular member of that body is under 

the government and ſanctification of that Spirit. And it the 

whole body of the Church of God be governed and ſanQified by 
the ſpirirof God, whether are they any Minifters or members of 
the Church of God, who are not governed and ſanRified by the 

| "Fog Spirit 
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Spirit of God? for it is ſaid by the Apofile > f any man have not 
the Spirit of Chriſt, he ts none of his, Rom. 8. 9. ( no Miniſter of 
hriſt, nor member of his Churcb. And doch not tbe Com- 
mon - Prayer book ſay the ſame in effect; in ſaying That the 
Church of Sod is the houſnold and family of God, and that the 
whole body of che Church is governed and ſanctiſied by the Spirit 
of God? Noth it not therefore follow that they are no Miniſters 
of Chriſt, nor members of his Church, who are not governed and 
ſanctiſied by the Spirit of God, as aforefaid ? If fo, whether the 
who dayly err and go aſtray from the ways of God, be doverned 
and ſanctified by the Spirit of God; and if they who 'dayly err 
and go aſtray from the ways of God, be not governed and ſan. 
ified by the Spirit of God, whether ſuch be any Miniſters of 
Chr iſt, or members of the Church of Cod? and whether ſach as 
daily offend againſt Gods holy Laws, be governed and ſanctified 
by Gods holy Spirit? becauſe Gods holy Spirit doth not lead 
men daily to offend his own Laws. Or whether any for denying 
or refuſing for conſcience towards God, to meet in point of Re- 
ligion and Worſhip of God with them who daily err and go a- 
ray from the ways of God, and for neglecting to meet with ſuch 
as are not governed and ſanctified by the Spirit of God, ean or 
ought in equity and reaſon according to truth be ſaid ro deny 
— refuſe to come to the Church, which is the houſhold and fa- 
mily of God, who are ſanctified and governed by the Spirit of 
God, as aforeſaid ? will it not follow then, and that from the 
Common: Prayer- book, v1z, | 

1 That the Church of God is the honſhold and family of God, 
and that the houſhold and family of God are the Saints and belo- 
ved people of God? =_ 

2 Thar the family and houſhold of God are governed and 
ſan&ified by the Spirit of God, and they are the houſhold and 
_— of God, who ate governed aud ſanctiſied by the Spirit 
of God? 

3 That to come to, and meet with the houſhold and ſamily of 
God; is to come to, and meet with the Church of God? 

4 bat to meet in point of Religion and worſhip of God with 
them who are governed and ſaactiſied by the Spirit of God, is to 
come to the Church and ſervice of des 
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5, That they who are not 3 and ſanctiſied by the Spi- 
rit of God, are not the Church of God. 

6. That to refule for conſcience towards God to meet in poim 
of Religion and worſhip af God, with them who daily err and 

o aſtray from the ways of God, and are not governed and ſancti- 

ed by the Spirit of God, is not to refuſe to come to the Church 
as aforeſaid - | 

7, That they who daily offend againſt God» holy Laws, and 

being untaugbt of God, daily err from bis ways, and refaſe to 
meet in point of Religion and worſhip of God, with the houſ- 
hold of God, which is governed arid fanQified by the Spirit of 
God; thoſe are ſuch as neglect to come to the Church and fer- 
vice of God. * 


For we ſay the Saints and beloved people of God are under 
the adminiſtration and teaching of the light and Spirit of God, 
and ſubject thereunto. And they are the Saints and beloved 
people of God, who are under the adminiſtration and teachings 
of the Ligbt and Spirit of God, and ſabjeR chereunto, as afore- 
ſaid. For the grace of God which bringeth ſalvation hath appeared un- 
te all men, teaching us, that denying ungedlineſs and worldly luſts, me 
ſhould live ſoberly, right couſly, ard godly in this preſent world ; as it is 
written, Tit. 2.11.12. 

The grace of God hath a teaching office in the bear ts of che 
people of God, and they ate taught by the grace of God to deny 
ungodlineſs and worldly laſts, in order toa godly life and con- 
verſation. They who if obedience to the teachings of the grace, 
do deny un3odlineſs and worldly luſts in order to a godly life & 
converſation, do make it appear thereby , that they are under 
the adminiſtration of the grace of God, and ſubject thereunto. 
And it is an evident demonſtration that ſuch are the beloved peo- 
ple of God; and we who are reproachfully called Quakers, are 
under the teachings of the grace of God, and it is apparent to 
the world by our denial of ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, in or- 
der to a godly life and converſation , bumbly be it ſpoken in the 
denial of all ſelſ- juſtiſieation. 

And the Common-Prayer doth acknowledge, that God doth 

iaſtruct his holy Church wich heavenly doctrine, (ſec _ 
| wy 
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day in the Collect fo called) ( Here the Chorch of God is not de- 
clared to be a company of miſerable ſinners, who have no ſoals 
health in t hem; and if they have no ſouls health in them, have 
they any cure of ſouls or beavenly doctrine in them ? but) the 
Church is here declared to be a holy Church, And on Good Friday 
ſo called) in the Colle&,the whole body ofthe Church is ſaid 
io be governed and ſanctified by the Spirit of God. So that the 
Church which is governed and ſanctiſied by the Spirit of God, 
is declared to be the holy Church; and the holy Church is a ſan- 
ftified body, and under a ſpititual Government; becauſe the 
whole body ofthe Church is governed and ſanctiſied by the Spirit 
of God. as aforeſaid. And ſuch a Church we own and come un- 
to as is holy, and inſtructed by the Lord with heavenly doct- 


rine. 
If God inſtru his holy Church with heavenly S. Aar day 
doctrine, and the people of God be the holy Coll. 
Church which God doth fo inſtruct then the peo - 
ple of God are a holy people, and under the adminiftrations and 
teaching of che Light and holy fpitit of God, which we own in 
principle, doctrine, and converſation ; And you own the ſame in 
declaration ; are you net then in words, or declaration therein 
become one wich thoſe you call Quakers? How can you then in 
equity and reaſon go about to preſent or puniſh us for ewning 
in life and converſation, that which you own in declaration, but 
ſeem td come ſhorc of in life and converſation ? Conſider well 
ofit, ant let the light and ſpirit of God judge in this caſe be- 
tween you and as, and joyn you therewith ; fo will you clearly 
acquitand juſtiſie us, and our innocent cauſe, which is the cauſe 


of a good conſcience. 

And on Sim. and Jude, in the Collect (fo called) it Sim. & Fude - 
is (aid, Almighty God nh ch haſt builded thy Congre» the Coll, 
$4199 upon the foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, 

ſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief cor ner. tone. Here again may 

t not be obſerved, that Cathedrals and Pariſh Meeting-places, 
nor a company of miſerabie ſinners, though they may meet there- 
in, are not accounted che Church, which is the building and holy 
Congregation of God, by him builded upon the foundation of 
the Prophets and Apoſtles, Chriſt Jeſus himſelf, as — 

f en 
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Then to meet in point of Religion and worſhip of God with: 
them who are ſought and taught of the Lord according to ob 
4. 23. and 6. 44, 45, and are the holy Congregation, or building 


of God by bim built upon a ſpiritual foundation of the Prophets 
and Apoltles, Chriſt Jeſus himſelf, as aforeſaid, according to Eph, 
2.18, 19, 20,21, 32, is to come tothe holy Church and houſhold 


ol God, which is governed and ſanRified by the Spirit of God; 


though they may not come to a Cathedral, or Pariſh Meeting. 


place, to meet with a company of miſerable ſinners , who have 


no health in them, as aforeſaid. 


The holy Church is a ſanctiſied Church, both according to the 
Scripture and Common - prayer account, and they who are go- 


verned and ſanctiſied by the Spirit of God, are the holy Church, 
as aforeſaid; and ſuch a Church we are members of, and come 
to in point of Religion and worſhip of God. 


Concerning the ſervice of God: 


2 Col. for In the ſecond Collect for peace, it is ſaid , O God 
peace. which art the author of peace, and lover of concord, in 

oled ge of whom Handeth eternall life , whoſe ſervice is 
per felt freedoms. 71 
If Cod be the Author okpface, then he is not the author of 
perſecution about matters of Religion, but a lover of concord; 
and lovers of God are lovers of peace and concord, Who then 
are the authors of perſecution about matters of Conſcience in 
point of Religion and worfhip of God? For our Lord Jeſas 
Chriſt hath ſaid to his friends, who do his commands, Joh» 15, 14. 


I command you that ye love one another *: 


| : Jabn. 15. 17. If the world 
hate gon, je know that it hated me beſo ops you: Remember the 


word that I ſaid unto you, I he ſervant NN greater then the Lord: 
If they have perſecuted me, they will p ute os, Fohn 15. 18, 
19, 20. 

True Chriſtians the friends of Chriſt, that are obedient unto 
his commands, they love one another with the love of Chriſt; 
and are hated and perſecuted by the ſpirit of the world for their 
love and faithfulneſs unto Chriſt. | j 

An 
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And whereas it is ſaid, that the ſervice of God is perfect freedoms 
what is'it then? is it not a freedom from ſin, wrath, and con- 
demnation ? and are not they that are in the ſervice of God in 
perſect freedom? And if the ſervice of God be perfe& freedom, 
whether ought any to be forced either to it, or from it, by out- 
ward compulſion ? and if you ſay, though the ſervice of God be 
perſect freedom, yet it is not perfe& freedom from ſin, what is 
it perfect freedom from, and unto ? ſeeing that the Apoſtle ſaith, 
when ye were the ſervants of ſin, ye were free from righteouſneſs, 

Rem, 6, 20. Are ſervants of fin free from righteouſneſs? who are 
they then, who daily err and go aſtray from the ways of God, 

and daily offend againſt Gods boly Laws, being as themſelves ſay, 
miſerable ſinners? What fruit have they then in thoſe things, 

whereof they are now aſhamed? for (ſaith the Apoſtles) the end 
of thoſe things is death; Rom. 6.20.21. But the ſame Apoſtle ſpeaks 

of a freedom from fin, ſaying, Nom being made free from ſin, and be- 
come ſervants to God, ye have your fruit unto holineſs, and the end e- 

vrlaſting life, Rom. 6. 22,23. They who are free from (in, are 

at liberty to ſerve the Lord, whoſe fruit is unto holineſs, and the 

end thereof is life everlaſting), as aforeſaid, 


Concerning the Light, 


la the third Collect for aid againſt all perils : it is ſaid, Lighter 
wr darkneſs we beſeech thee O Lord, Are yon yet in darkneſs, and 
tot illaminated, becauſe you ſay, Lighter our darkyeſs we beſeech 
the. O Lord: And again, in the Letany you ſay, That it may 
phaſe thee to illuminate all Biſhops, Paſtors, & Miniſters of the Church. 
Ate the Biſhops, Paſtors,and Miniſters of the Church in darkneſs, 
ind not yet illuminated; or doth God ſend forch Biſhops, Pa- 
flo, and Miniſters, before illumination? Becauſe the Apoſiles 
ad Miniſters of Chriſt, ſaid, e preach not our ſelves, but ( hriſt Fe= 
us the Lord, and our ſelves your ſervant for Jeſus ſake, 2 Cor, 4,5, 
J. For God who commanded light to ſhine out of darkyeſs, hath 
red in our hearts, to give the tight of the knowledge of the glory of 
d in the face of Jeſus Chriſt , but we have this treaſure in earthen 
Alt, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not * ut. 
| he 
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a (oul-converting light ; and they who in the power of that 


(14 ) : 
The Miniſters of Chriſt were not in darkneſs, but in the lighe, 
and therefore illuminated, and were ſent to illumi nate others, or 
to turn them from darkneſs unto light : they who by vertue of 
their preaching, did turn people from darkneſs unto light, they 


did convert people from their ſinſul ways and courſes unto God, 
by turning them from the power of Satan unto God; and ſuch 
were and are the crae Miniſters and Meſſengers of God. That 
light which tui ns people from the power of Satan unto God, is 


light, and by vertue thereof do by their preaching turn people 
from darkneſs unto light, they do convert them by their Mini- 
ſtry on the Lords behalf from their ſinſul ways and covrles, by 
turning th:m from che power of Satan unto God; and ſuch ate 
the Miniſters of Chritt, as aforeſaid, | 

The light of Chriſt declared of in the Scripture,and now oui - 
ed and born witneſs of by the people of Gud called Quakers, i 
chat ligbe which turns people from their ſinſul ways and courſes 
unto God, who believe in, and obey the ſame, Therefore that 
light is a ſoul- converting light, as aforeſaid. : 

And for owning, holding forth, and beating witneſs of chi 
light, in principle, doctrine, and converſation, have the people: 
of God called Quakers, met with great oppoſition and perſect- 
tion. And now this light is acknowledged by common confeli- 
on; therefore inaſmuch as you own the light by common en- 
feſſion, how can you in equity and reaſon raiſe oppoſition aguſt 
us, or preſent, and puniſh us, for owning in principle, doòrie, 
and converſation, that which you conteſs unto, and own it 
(laration. \ | 

It is ſaid( 3. Sunday after Eaſter in the Collect fo called) Almi 
ty God, which (heweſt to all men that be in error, the light of 
truth, to the intent that they may return ioto the way of righteouſnf 
And we ſay the ſame, do you not herein with us agree in det 
ration, or are you not in this principled for Quakers ſo call 
How then can you in equity and reaſon puniſh us for owni 
in principle, doctrine, and converſation, that which you y4- 
ſelves own in declaration? You ſay that Almighty God doth the” 
the ſight of his truth to all men that be in errour, to the ini 
that they may return into the way of righteouſneſs. Do you! 
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here confeſs and tu be fix things? 
43 That God is the author of the light. 
2 That the light it ſelf is a pure, ſpiritual,ſoul-ſaving juſtify- 
ing light, in its own nature and poperty, and alſo to them who 
believe in, and obey the ſame, ; 

3 That the Act of diſcovery,or manifeſtation of the Light, is 
Gods own ac. | 
4 Thar the perſons, or parties to whom the Light is ſo diſco» | 
vered, ſhewn, or made manifeft, are all men without exce- | 0 


tion. 

5 That the ſtate and condition wherein they are at the firſt 
diſcovery or manifeſtation of the Light unto them, is whilſt they | 
arein errour, and out of the way of the Lord, — 

6 That the intent of Gods act of diſcovery and manifeſtation | 
f of the Light unto themʒ is that they may come out of errour, & 

j the ways of unrighteouſneſs,into the way of righteouſneſs, peace 

$ and ſal vation, which is the way of the Lord. 

K It ſo, do you not acknowledge and confeſs, 

| That all men are in errour, and out of the way of the Lord, 

until they believe in, and receive the Light of the Lord to lead 

Ic} them therefrom, and guide chem unto God from whence the 

Light doth come, 

i'\ Thatall men who believe in, and receive the light of the Lord 

naſter diſcovery and manifeſtation thereof, do come out of dark - 

ſt] neſs, errour, and the ways of unrighteouſneſs, into the ways of 

e, 1 „peace, and ſalvation, which is the way of the 
ord? 

That the way from errour and hereſie, is the light which God 
+ + diſcovers, wah an intent to lead all that believes in, and obeys 
| the ſame, out oferrour & hereſie into the way of righteonſnels, 
(nj. the way of the Lord? 
ec That the light of God guides men out of errour , in point of 
Ile 
] 


; falvation and worſhip of God, and leads them unto God that 
believes in, and receives the (ame, according to the act of diſeo- 

very, and incent of God, as aforeſaid? 
Then to reject the light of Gods truth aftet Godsact of diſco- 
very thereof, by refuſing & denying to yield obedience there- 
unto, is to teject God, who is the author of che light, and to 
5 C | reje& 
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reject Gods act of diſcovery of the lighe; and alſo to reject Gods 
love held forth in the intent of the diſcovery thereof; and ſuch 
remains in errour, and are out of the way of righteouſneſs, and 
very unfic to guide others —2 way sof God, who daily err and 
go aſtray therefrom themſelves; — ö 

And how can any be competent Judges of errour, who- them- 
ſelves are ſubje& unto, & daily live in errour? And if errour 
from the ways of God bean cffence puniſhable by Law, what 
Law is it puniſhable by? and are not they daily puniſhable by 
che ſame Law, who daily err and go affray from the waysof Cod, 
and dodaily offend againſt Gods holy Laws ? a 

Foraſmuch as you own in declaration many of thoſe things 
which we own in life and converſation, though you ſeem to come 
farr ſhort of in converſation, you ought not in equity or rea- 
ſonto puniſh us as offenders about matters of conſcience in point 
of Religion & worſhip of God, but rather give us the right hand 
of fellowſhip, and equal liberty with you in point of Religion 
and worſhip of God, becauſe we own in life and converſation 
many. things which you own in declaration, which we could be 
glad to behold and meet you in, in life and converſation ( ſet- 
ting all your contradictions aſide) You own purity of heart in 
declaration, and we own the ſame in principle and practice, or 
life and converſation ? How can you be offended at us for hold- 
ing forth purity of hearc in converſation, when you own the 
ſame in declaration? where the Prieſt exhorts the people, ſaying, 
I pray and beſetch you, as many as be here preſent, to accompany me 
with a pure heart, ſaying after me: and they muſt ſay with him, 
that they have daily erred and ſtrayed from the ways of God like 
loſt ſheep, and that they have followed too much the devices and 
defires of their own hearts, and that they have daily offended 
apainft Gods holy Laws; and that they have left undone thoſe 
things which they ought to have done, and that they have done 
thoſe things which they ought not to have done, and that there- 
is no health in them, but they are they ſay,miſerable ſinners. Are 
theſe the ſigns of a pure heart? and it there be no health, neither 
in Prieſt nor people, is there any eure of ſouls in them ? is it not 
ſpoken in reference to ſouls bealth ? becauſe there is bodily 
health 
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heal ch in them, when they make that confeſſion. And if there be 
no ſouls health in them, is there a {ound or pure heart in them ? 
yet they allow of purity of heart however, and that it is a Chri- 
ſtians duty to accompany one another in prayer with apure heart 
to the throne of the heavenly grace; and wy acknowledg it to 
be our duty and practice to accompany one another in prayer 
with a pure heart to the throne of the heavenly grace. 

And preſeatly aſter they have ackno + ledged purity of heart, 
and made their confeſſion, as aforeſaid, they ſay, Ve beſezch him 
to grant us trus repentance and his holy ſpirit , that thoſe things may 
pleaſe him which we ds at this preſent, and that the reſt of our life 
hereafter may be pure and holy, Here they beg repentance and 
Gods holy Spirit, as if they had not yer received the ſame, How- 
ever they ought not to be offended at others who have obtained 
repentance, and received the holy ſpirit, becauſe they pray for 
he ſame; andicisalſo to be obſerved, that they acknowledge 
that the people of Gol, by vertue of the Spirit of God ate gui- 
ded and impoured to pray and perform the things that are 
good, acceptable and well pleaſing unto God, and we own the 
ſame; here they own in declaration the principle and practice 
' ofthe people of God called Quakers, and therefore ought not 
to be offended at chem for the ſame vi. that the people of God, 
by vercue of the Spirit of God, are guided and impowered to 
pray and perform the things that are good, acceptable and well- 
pleaſing to the Lord; and that the people of God who have ob- 
tained repentance, and received the Spirit of God, are by the 
ſame directed and enabled to live in purity and holineſs of life 
continually, whici is well · pleaſinꝑ unto the Lord. 

And youſay, O God, make clean our hearts within us, and take 
vot thy holy Spirit from ut. Then you account that you have the 
holy Spirit, or elſe what need you pray that it be not taken from 
you ? that cannot be taken from one, if he have it not; how- 
ever you ought not to be offended at others for having and on- 
ing the Spirit, becauſe you acknowledge you have it your ſelves, 
You alfo confeſs that your hearts are unclean,faying,O God,make 
clean our hearts within ut; and before the Prieſt ſaid, I pray and be- 
ſeech you, ar many as be here preſent, to accompany me with à pure 
heart, If you had a pure heart when you begun your ſervice, how 
C 2 comes 
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comes your heartsto be unclean before you have done, or were 
they not as unclean before? however you acknowledge that 
your hearts are unclean within you, and that it is che work of 
Gods holy ſpirit within to cleanſe the hearc from its inward un 
cleanneſs, though you cannot yet witneſs che ſame to be done 
in your (elves, whole hearts you lay are unclean. 

You ſay,( ficſt Sunday in Advent, in the Collect ſo called) A.. 
mighty God, give us grace that we may caſt away the works of darkneſs, 
and put upon us the ar monr of light, now in the time of this mortall 
life, It ſeems though you acknowledge, that you have not yet 
caſt away the works of darkneſs, nor put upon you the armour 
of light; you do account it to be a Chriſtians duty co caſt away 
the works of darkneſs, & to put upon them che armour of Light. 
And the people of God, by vertue of the grace of God, are ena- 
bled to caſt away the works of darkneſs, and to put upon them 
the armour of light, now in the time ofthis mortal life. And 
therefore you oughe not to puniſh chem for fo doing, 

You ſay, Almighty God, mortifie and kill all vicesis 1,0 Innocents 
day in the Collect.) Though vices yet live in you, it is to be ob- 
ſerved, 1 That you acknowledge ic tobe the work of God to 
mortifie and kill all vices inwardly in the hearts of people, 2. 
That people ought to have all vices mortified & killed in them 
by the power of God, whilſt they live upon the face of the earth. 
3 That you allow of the work of God in mortifying &killing all 
vices inwardly in others, becauſe you pray for it to be done in 
yourſelves : then you ought ro allow of them as che people of 
God & be in love with them, wherein God hath ſo appeared, a 
to mortifie & kil all vices within them: then you ought to allow 
of us as the peopl of God, & be in love with us,becauſeGod hath 
been pleaſed to mortifie & kil all vices in us(who are reproach- 
fully called Quakers)as much as in any people this day upon the 
face of the earth. And our blameleſslife and godly converſation 
doth reftifie the ſame, to the praiſe of the glory of his grace who 
hath called us out of darknefs into his marvellous light. 

And do you not acknowledge & own inſpiration, & chat the 
thoughts of your hearts are unclean; when you are about the 
receiving of that called Communion?becauſe there yon ſay, Al- 

w:ghty God, unte whomall hearts be open, all deſires known , and from 
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whom wo ſecrets are hid, cleanſe thou the thoughts of our hearts by the 
« i[piration of thy holy ſpirit, that we may perfettly love thee, and wor- 
thily nagmfie thy holy name. May it not be obſerved, that you here- 
by do acknowledge, 1 That the thoughts of your hearts (and at 
ſuch a time as when you ſay you are at the Table of the Lord are 
unclean within you? 2 That the uncleanneſs ofthe thoughts of 
hearts is the cauſe ofthe imperfection of your love to God. 
3 That ir is the act of God, by the inſpiration of his holy Spirit, 
to take away the uncleanneſs of the thoughts of the heart; which 
were the cauſe of imperfe&ion of love towards God, as aforeſaid 
4 That the uncleanneſi of the thoughts of the heart being te- 
moved and taken away, the heart is made capable of being per- 
ſect in love towards God, even to love him perfectly, and wor- 
thily to mag niſie his holy name. 

And you acknowledge, th at all your doings without charity 
are nothing worth, and therefore you defire God to ſend his ho+ 
ly Spirit, and pour into your hearts that moſt excellent gift of 
charity ( Q=19quagef. Coll.) If all your actions be nothing worth 
without charity, and if you yet want that excellent giſt of char 
ty. becauſe you pray for it, and for the Spirit to pour it into your 
bearts, what are your actions worth without charity ? your ſelves 
confeſi they are nothing worth without it; then wait to receive 
the Spirit to pour forth that excellent ꝑift of charity into your 
hearts. And when you have received that gift, you will not un- 
worchily puniſh as,or any of Gods people for matters of conſci- 
ence in point of Religion and worſhip of God, bat will ſee it juft 
that we have equal liberty and tolleration with you in point of 
Religion and worſhip of God, = 

And to that holy Spirit of God, by which the whole body of the 
Chureh is governed and ſan@ified, which doth: cleanfe the 
thoughts of the heart by its holy inſpiration or opet tion, ad 
pour into the ſanctiſied heare that moſt excellent gift of charity, 
to that we can commit our innocent cauſe, which will be for our 
vindication and juſtification 

If you were a pure-hearted people, you would not canſe us to 
ſuffer by you for the ſame; that would be to contradict ad op- 
poſe your own principles, For « pure heart is & ſandified Heart, 
and doth not oppoſe it ſelf in a ſandtified people. If you were 
governed 
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governed and ſanRified by the Spirit of God, you would love us 
and be one with us in matters of conſcience in point of Religion 
and worſhip of God; becauſe we own in principle and practice 
the government and ſanRification of the Spirit of God: and 
thereſore-we ought in equity and reaſon to be beloved of you, 
and tollerated by you in matters of Religion and worſhip/of Cod, 
becauſe you own that in declaration, which we on in principle 
and practice, or life and conyerſation, 

And wheteas yourown the ligh: of Gods truth in declaration, 
to enlighten mens darkneſs,-.or that men are enlighened by it 
whilſt they are in darkneſs; exrour, and the ways of unrighteouſ- 
neſs, to the end that they may come out of errour, and the ways 
of unrighteouſneſs, into the ways of righteouſneſs, which is the 
way of the Lord; and as aforeſaid, you own in declaration, that 
which wegn in principle, doctr ine, and converſation, who have 
believed ins received, and obeyed the light of Gods erach, accord- 
ing to Gods act and intent of diſcovery,and manifeſtation there- 
of, and are by the light led out of darkneſs, errour, and the ways 
of uorighteouſneſs into the way of the Lord, as aforeſaid:: there- 
ore you ought to love us, and let us have equal liberty and cole- 
ration with you in matters of Religion and worſhip of God, and 
free us from the force of the aforeſaid .Pretentment, and ſtand up 
amonglt men and Chriſtians for the vindication and juſtification 
of the people of God calted Quakers, becauſe you own in decla- 
ration, purity of heart, divine and ſpiritual teac hings, the govern- 
ment and ſanRificgtion of the ſpirit. of God amongſt the people 
of God; the light of Gods truth alſo to guide men out of errour 
and the ways of unrigbteouſneſs, into the way of righteouſneſs, 
peace, and ſalvation ; and that it is a Chriftians duty by vertue 
of the grace of God received, to caſt away the works of darkneſs, 

d put on the ar mour of light now: in the time of this mortal 
life ʒand that all vices are to be motũſied and killed in the heart: 
of the people of God; that by inſpiration and operati on of Gods 
holy Spirit, the thoughts of mens hearts are to be cieanſed, to 
whe end that they may perfectly love the Lord. God, and worthi. 
ly, magaifie bis holy name ; that the people of God who have 

tained repentance, and received Gods holy Spirit, are to live in 
continual bolinefs and godlineſs ; and by verine of the Sp * 7 
| | bo 
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God received, are impowered to pray and perform the things 
that are good, acceptable and well pleafing to the Lord. That 
the cople of God by the Spirit of God have a right judgment 
in all things. And that the hearts of Gods people are cleanſed & 
ſanctified by the Spirit of God. And that God doth pour into 
ſanRified hearts that moſt excellent gift of charity; ſo that the 
love of God is ſhed abroad in the bearts ot the people of God by 
the Spirit of God, and much more,. All which are the known 
principles, do&rine*, and practice cf the people of God called 
Quakers. And if you did but experimentally and really own,; 
and live in the ſame, you and we ſhould be one. However inaſ- 
much as you own in declaration, that which we own in principle, 
doctrine, and practice, or life and converſation, you ought to 
love us as the people of God, and free us from the force of the 
aforeſaid Preſentment, to all intents, conſtructions, and purpoſes 
and let us have equal liberty and tolleration with you, as afore-z 
ſaid ;and to ſtand up for our vindication and 'uſtification amongſt 
men and Chriftians. 


Written about the middle of the 
ninih moneth, 1 66 2. Richard Farnſworth. 
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THE END. 
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